 EAST team won the 2009 Achievement in Asia Award (Robert T. Poe Prize) 
*****************************************************************
The EAST (Experimental Advanced Superconducting Tokamak) plasma research team at the Institute of Plasma Physics (IPP), Chinese Academy of Sciences, is the co-winner of the 2009 Achievement in Asia Award (AAA) (ROBERT T. POE PRIZE) of the Overseas Chinese Physics Association (OCPA).
The OCPA AAA Award is given annually to Chinese physicists working in Asia in recognition of their outstanding achievements in physics. It carries a total prize of 
US $1,500 and a certificate citing the awardee's accomplishments in research. 

Professor Jiangang Li (Director of IPP) is the EAST team leader. He received his Ph.D. degree in 1990 at IPP, Chinese Academy of Sciences (AS). After a postdoctoral experience at Oxford, UK, he became the head of HT-6M tokamak, physics division, ASIPP, as an Associate Professor. Four years later, he was promoted to professor and served as the head of physics division, ASIPP. Since 2001, he has served as the Director of ASIPP. 

The EAST team, under the leadership of Professor Jiangang Li, made a monumental contribution in plasma physics by building a fully superconducting tokamak device capable of exploring the important physics regime of steady state operation in a way that surpasses all previous work on this subject. In completing this project in a remarkably short time, Professor Li and his team have managed also to position EAST to make timely contributions to the world fusion effort by producing data that can be invaluable to the much larger international Thermonuclear Fusion Reactor (ITER) project, which is just now underway. It is an outstanding achievement that has at once put China in a central and leading position in solving the world’s energy problems through nuclear fusion.
The winner of OCPA's 2009 AAA Award was selected by the following panel of distinguished physicists (in alphabetical order): 

Professor Che Ting Chan 
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

Professor Moses Chan 
Pennsylvania State University 

Professor Tao Huang 
Institute of High Energy Physics, China 

Professor Choy Heng Lai 
National University of Singapore 

Professor Ting-Kuo Lee 
Academia Sinica, Taiwan 

Professor Jianwei Qiu 
Iowa State University

OCPA's AAA Award activity is a continuing program and represents a long

tradition of OCPA to recognize outstanding achievements of the members of 

the Chinese physics community. Previous AAA winners include:

OU-YANG, Zhong-Can    
(1993, Institute of Theoretical Physics, China)

ZHU, Qing-Shi                 
(1994, University of Science and Technology, China)

I, Lin                              
(1995, National Central University, Taiwan)

WEI, Ching-Ming           
(1996, Academia Sinica, Taiwan)

CHING, Emily Shuk-Chi
(1999, Chinese University of Hong Kong)

WANG, Jian                     
(1999, University of Hong Kong)

CHAN, Che-Ting             
(2000, Hong Kong University of Science & Technology)

HOU, Jian-Guo                
(2001, University of Science & Technology, China)

YANG, Xue-Ming           
(2001, Academia Sinica, Taiwan)

HOU, Wei-Shu                
(2002 National Taiwan University)

WANG, Enge                  
(2002, Inst. of Phys., Chinese Academy of Sciences)

ZHANG, Jie                  
(2004, Inst. of Phys., Chinese Academy of Sciences)

LI, Baowen                    
(2005, National University of Singapore)

Wang, Ning                    
(2006, Hong Kong University of Science & Technology)

Hsiang-nan Li


(2007, Academia Sinica, Taiwan)

GAO, Hongjun 

(2008, Institute of Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences)
