              Feng Wang won the 2008 OCPA 

             Outstanding Young Researcher Award

              ********************************************

Professor Feng Wang (Department of Physics, University of California at  Berkeley) is the co-winner of the 2008 Outstanding Young Researcher Award (OYRA) of the Overseas Chinese Physics Association (OCPA).

The OYRA is given each year to young ethnic Chinese physicists outside of Asia in recognition of their outstanding achievements in physics.

The Award carries a total cash prize of US $1,500 (shared by the other two co-winners this year) and a certificate citing the awardee's accomplishments in research.

Professor Wang received his B.S. degree in Physics in 1999 at Fudan University. He did his graduate study at Columbia University with Prof. T. Heinz and received his Ph.D. degree in 2004. He spent two years as a Postdoctoral Fellow at University of California, Berkeley, and was appointed as an Assistant Professor in 2007.

Professor Wang’s research focuses on the light-matter interaction in nano systems, including semiconductor nanoparticles, carbon nanotubes and metal nanostructures. He investigated the unique behaviors of the excited states and their dynamics in such systems using advanced spectroscopy based on femtosecond lasers. He has made seminal contributions in distinct areas of physics including ultrafast dynamics, THz spectroscopy, nonlinear optical spectroscopy, and most notably, optical and electronic characterization of nanostructures.  Professor Wang has also contributed greatly to our understanding of charge transport in colloidal semiconductor nanoparticles, the behavior of plarnonic resonances in metallic nanostructures, and nonlinear optical effects in metamaterials. 
Recently, Professor Wang has pioneered optical studies of graphene, deducing the band structure characteristics of graphene monolayers and bilayers from their optical spectra and demonstrating that their optical transitions can be strongly modified by gating.

The 2008 OYRA winners were selected by the following panel of distinguished

Physicists (in alphabetical order):

Professor Tao Han


University of Wisconsin

Professor Patrick Lee           

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Professor Yuen-Ron Shen      

University of California at Berkeley

Professor Nai-Chang Yeh       
California Institute of Technology

Professor Li-Hua Yu              

Brookhaven National Laboratory

Professor Shoucheng Zhang    
Stanford University

The OCPA award activity is a continuing program and represents a long

tradition of OCPA to recognize outstanding achievements of the members

of the ethnic Chinese physics community. Previous OYRA winners include:

Shou-Cheng Zhang       
(1992, Stanford University)

Terence Tai-Li Hwa       
(1993, UC San Diego)

Zhi-Xun Shen                 
(1993, Stanford University)

Xiao-Gang Wen                
(1994, MIT)

Gang Xiao                         
(1994, Brown University)

Wai Mo Suen                  
(1995, Washington University)

Hong Wen Jiang              
(1996, UCLA)

Rui Rui Du                      
(1997, University of Utah)

Zi Qiang Qiu                   
(1997, UC Berkeley)

Nai-Chang Yeh               
(1998, California Institute of Technology)

Wayne Hu                       
(1999, University of Chicago)

Chung-Pei Ma                 
(2000, University of Pennsylvania)

Zhen Yao                        
(2001, University of Texas)

Pengcheng Dai                
(2002, University of Tennessee)

Hoi-Kwong Lo                
(2002, University of Toronto)

Kun Yang                        
(2002, Florida State University)

Hui Cao                           
(2003, Northwestern University)

Jonathan Feng                 
(2003, University of California at Irvine)

Luming Duan                  
(2005, University of Michigan)

Cheng Chin                     
(2006, University of Chicago )

W. Vincent Liu 

(2007, University of Pittsburgh)
